
Key Learning 

 

Key Vocabulary 

eruption When gas and or lava are released from a volcano, sometimes explosively.  

aftershock A smaller earthquake which comes after a large earthquake (called the main shock) 
in the same area.  

tsunami A long, high sea wave caused by an earthquake or other disturbance.  

magma Molten rock that is underground. 

lava Molten rock that breaks through the Earth’s surface. 

dormant A volcano which is not erupting now but is still considered active because it could 
erupt in the future.  

fault A fracture or zone of fractures between two blocks of rock. 

magnitude The size or extent of something.  

landslide The movement of a mass of rock, debris or earth down a slope.  

Tectonic plates Gigantic pieces of the Earth’s crust and uppermost mantle. 

earthquake What happens when two blocks of the earth suddenly slip past one another.  

volcano A mountain or hill having a crater or vent through which lava, rock fragments, hot 
vapour and gas have been erupted from the Earth’s crust.  
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Natural Disasters 

What is it like to live near a volcano? Pros of living near a volcano include amazing scenery, rich fertile soils and cheaper land 

and homes, whereas the cons include the dangers of living near a volcano including the destruction of homes, risks of earth-

quakes, larva flows, fires, tsunamis, mud and pyroclastic flows and the risk of death.  

Earthquake Prevention 


